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ing may affect the school’s average
testing scores. “They have the answer
right on the paper, but for some reason,
they enter the wrong answer into the
computer... That will definitely impact
scores for those students who have
difficulty transferring data from paper to computer,” states Mrs. Aldana.
One change the SBAC makes from
regular testing is the way the questions are asked. If a student answers
a question correctly, the next question
will increase in difficulty. But, if a student answers a question incorrectly,
the difficulty will remain constant until another question is answered correctly. From the incorrect choice on a
multiple choice question, the computer
will be able to tell if the error was a
miscalculation, if the student did not
understand the concept, or even if
the student did not get the correct an-

Photo courtesy of www.pps.k12.or.us

swer because of a learning disability.
Mrs. Aldana also explains that, “for both
Math and Language Arts, there isn’t always one “right” answer. In fact, they
often have to choose 2-3 right answers
for one question. This is completely
different from what students are used
to selecting. This is a big change and
it will take time for all of us to adapt.”
However, there will also be questions that are not multiple choice. A
category of questions called “constructed response” must be completed by giving short answers or
filling in words. “Performance task”
questions involve an explanation
for answers and logical thinking.
This new way of testing will affect Liberty High School as well as many other
schools in the United States. Education
is changing as technology advances,
and this test is just the beginning.

science classes in this building, and
some will remain in the F Building.”
These new science classrooms will not
only be day lit and energy efficient,
but also quiet and spacious, which
will be beneficial to the school as
well as the students learning in them.
Due to the great ideas and designs for

Photo courtesy of Pat Walsh

this new building, the “estimated cost is
$5,000,000,” according to Paul Melloni. The new science wing will be a great
improvement to Liberty High School
and the education of its students. “We
are grateful to our Board of Education
and district staff for supporting this project,” acknowledged Principal Walsh.

An overview of the new science wing planned for
construcion beginning June 2015.

After putting in hours of work, and sifting through over 600 submissions, the
Liberty Film Alliance held their 15th
annual Delta Moon International Film
Festival on March 6th, 2015. This festival was created by Liberty’s own film
teacher, Mr. Pappas, and was held at
the Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek, CA. This festival is composed of films that were made by students under the age of 19 from all over
the globe. This festival gives young
filmmakers the opportunity to show
their hard work and get recognized for
their talent. This year, LFA received
film submissions from every continent (except Antarctica, of course.)
The creator of the festival, Mr. Pappas,
has dedicated a lot of time into making
this festival something for everyone
to enjoy. “Originally, it was simply a
way to showcase short videos created
by local students. The idea was that it
would be a cool, fun way for students
to show-off video projects to their
peers and parents,” he explains. “At
the same time, they would be able to
see what others students were producing.” In addition, Pappas describes
how he initially wasn’t expecting the
festival to become international and
states how the dedication of the Liberty Film Alliance is what helps make
the experience special. As for the importance the festival has on young
filmmakers, Mr. Pappas describes how
“Unlike an actor or musician, who can
modify their performance on-the-fly
based on the immediate feedback and
response of their audience, filmmakers must operate purely on their own
intuition and the belief of their vision.” What makes this festival unique
is that the filmmakers “get to witness

By Lauren Mennuti
Staff Writer
the impact their film has on an audience in the rarefied communal atmosphere that only a public screening in
a large theater provides,” he concludes.
To prepare for the festival, Liberty
Film Alliance spent hours of work
watching and selecting the videos,
making the programs, and preparing
for the show. LFA treasurer, Bri Lucca
states that “it was hard work, but it was
a very rewarding experience.” LFA director Luke Miles adds, “It was really
interesting to watch films submitted
from a number of foreign countries.
It’s also amazing seeing there are so
many talented teenagers out there.”
In the festival, there were multiple categories in which people entered their
videos. The categories were comedy,
experimental, drama, PSA, and animation. These films cover an array of topics. Some are light hearted and uplifting, while others are dark and portray
important messages. Though the Liberty Film Alliance chooses the films
shown in the festival, judges who are
in the film industry choose the winners
of the festival. The festival featured
films from multiple countries, however
it also featured local films from Liberty, Heritage, and Freedom. The film
from Liberty was a comedy created by
seniors Jason and Ryan Harpole. Because the festival features films from
so many places, the audience gets a
chance to see the talent that young
people have locally and internationally.
Overall, the Delta Moon International
Film Festival was a success. The night
was a memorable one for the people in
the club, Mr. Pappas, and the lucky teenagers who got their films shown in the
festival. The Delta Moon International
Film Festival is a great way for students
to have the opportunity to get their
voices heard from all over the world.
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Sophomore Justin Sell and junior Marly Miller share a tender moment as Romeo and Juliet.

———
Aragon teachers voted on
a proposal for a school-wide,
mandatory study period on
Wednesday April 22. The results of the vote were not
available for the print edition.
This “flex time” pilot proposal
would create a 35-minute period in each block day where
students can study or do
homework or meet with their
teachers to get extra help or
enrichment.
Under this system, students
would be split into two tiers.
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———
On Friday, April 10, students traveled back to the
roaring ’20s for a night in
gowns and tuxes. This year’s
prom embodied the essence of
a Great Gatsby party, inspired
by the jazz age novel by F.
Scott Fitzgerald, and included
flapper girls, pool tables and
gold coins scattered across
tables.
The junior and senior classes ultimately voted on senior
Olivia Cosca’s Great Gatsby
theme from the Prom Theme
competition, after the Lead-
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ership class sent out Google
forms where the upperclassmen could vote on themes.
Junior Danya Sandler says,
“It was cool to have the performance with modern music
and it’s really nice how everything flows together from the
‘20s to the 21st century.”
The Senior Class Council
and Prom Committee sold 453
tickets.
Between dancing and playing the various games set up
around the floor, senior Vivian Shen remarked, “I really
like the energy at prom.” She
added, “I’m on the prom
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How do high school sports
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Student Athlete
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“but I think they changed it
since it was written during
Elizabethan times, and a lot of
people would not have understood the puns that he made.”
Junior Marly Miller, who
played Juliet, says, “[The process of getting into the play]
was slow at first because it’s
Shakespeare and you had to
go through the script and look
at the grammar. Getting off
book, which is having it fully
memorized, was really hard
because there are all these
weird ways of saying things.”

page 1 2

Gentlemen, start your engines, and take a look at the
meaning behind the makeup.

features
RuPaul’s Drag Race
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Sophomore Justin Sell,
who played Romeo, enjoyed
the sword fights between
his character and Tybalt and
Paris. “We had a special fight
choreographer come in. He
did all the choreography and
provided the swords, so that
was very fun. I had to stab Tybalt, so a couple of times I accidentally jabbed it in a bit too
much. It was more me getting
hurt, though,” says Sell.
Sophomore Gabe Igtanloc,
who plays Benvolio,

Romeo and Juliet

Shu Yang
news writer

———
Aragon’s drama department
performed
“Romeo
and Juliet” from March 18 to
March 22. Drama teacher and
director Shane Smuin decided
to preserve the integrity of the
play by keeping it as traditional as possible.
Freshman Juliet Bost came
to see the play because her
English class is reading the
book. “There are some lines
that are different,” she says,

I believe that this is the truth that many of
us face in our day to day lives, but deny. And I
believe the time to stop denying is now.

UPCOMING

Continued onPpage
10 ... CA
800 MAGNOLIA AVE.
IEDMONT,

looking at social media sites like these, technology can be great. But deep down, I know that I
can never have as much fun sitting in my room
alone as I can while spending my time outdoors.
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Senior Ball
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May 4 - May 15
AP Testing

treating Booker like any other candidate. Of
the candidates, she said his specific plans and
goals for the district made him stand out.
“He presented us a plan for Piedmont that
was very impressive and built upon the strong
foundation that Ms. Hubbard has built,”
Swenson said.
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Senior Joseph Chan
Bird: Pyrrhuloxia

3RD PLACE

Seniors Becca Havian, Jo
Ireland and Amy Kelleher
Bird: Wild Turkey

2ND PLACE

Juniors Tyler Ellis and
Maret Sotkiewicz
Bird: Pacific Loon

1ST PLACE

Winners performed their
birdcalls on The Late Show with
David Letterman last night.

KELSEY FENNELL

GOALS AND VISIONS
show.
Booker went to high school in Santa Rosa
“I grew up in the
1 circus and to an extent,
now I’m going to run a circus,” said the where he played soccer and pole vaulted. He
Assistant Superintendent of Educational was also on the baseball team, where he kept
the bench warm for his fellow teammates.
Services.
“I played right bench and I was really
On March 25, Booker was announced
as the new superintendent, effective July good at keeping score,” Booker said.
He said that his amazing high school
1. His promotions comes on the heels
experience shaped his
of the departure of
views on education.
standing superintendent
“It allowed me to
Constance
Hubbard,
“I want you to be you in
realize that I have the rest
who will be retiring
high school, like I was
of my life to be an adult,”
from her position at the
allowed to be me in high
Booker said. “In high
end of the school year.
school.”
school I got to be a kid
GETTING THERE
and that made high school
RANDALL BOOKER
Booker has worked
really fun.”
assistant superintendent of
in the district for 12
He hopes to create
education services
years, climbing the
a
similar
positive
ladder and holding three
experience
for
different positions before being chosen as the students
in
the
Piedmont
district.
new superintendent.
“I want students to enjoy school,” Booker
“I’m not the type of person to jump said. “I want you to have choices, pathways
around,” Booker said. “I grew to fall in love and to feel good about them. I want you to be
with Piedmont. I’m loyal to Piedmont.”
you in high school, like I was allowed to be
He began his tenure in the district as me in high school.”
the assistant principal at PHS. He later
After being bullied in middle school, in
rose to become principal, then assistant part due to his involvement with the circus,
superintendent and is now on the road to Booker got the chance to start over when he
become the next superintendent.
entered high school.
However, his history in the district did not
He wants to give Piedmont students the
make getting his new position any easier.
same opportunity.
“If you’ve been here for 12 years, you
“I want kids to feel like they can hit the
can’t fake it,” Booker said. “You are who you reset button at any time,” Booker said. “Reset,
are.”
start over, become someone different. If you
Board of Education President Andrea don’t like something, change it, and be okay
Swenson said that the Board approached the with that change.”
entire interview process with an open mind,
see BOOKER on page 2
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Form and
Submission
(to and empathy.”
Randall Booker grew up in the circus. As
other homework; others are filled with
a child, he performed as a bareback gymnast,
thediscusCC&C) Deadline
sions about female role models and heroes. Ms.
doing flips on the back of a horse.
Continued on page 3 ... Now, he will be running a new kind of
Deras, faculty leader of the program explains,

Senior Tea and BBQ
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Booker promoted
to superintendent

As principal, Randall Booker traveled with the winning bird callers, who were featured on Letterman.
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Prom enters
the Jazz Age Aragon drama performs

———
On April 17 and 18, the Aragon Improv Team presented
their annual improv show
in the theater. This year, the
show, “Hey Harold,” included
a portion of improv games
similar to the shorter, Wednesday improv shows, and then a
“harold,” a compilation of longer improv scenes, which all
eventually intertwined into

one story.
Friday night’s show was
intimate and interactive, as
there was a smaller turnout,
but Saturday also included
audience participation. Teachers James and Victoria Daniel
could be spotted in the crowd,
and they were given a special
treat when the team recreated
the spouses’ first date onstage.
Cecily Bochannek, a junior
and a regular Improv Club

Improv team says
“Hey Harold!”

Junior Sasha Menshikova and seniors Regina Wen and Jazelle
Jajeh perform in the imporv show.
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Mr. Brazil . . . . . . .
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In a world that seems to be overrun by
technology, social media, and the busyness of
city life, it is often hard to find peace and quiet.
Although technology is revolutionizing the
world around us, it is also starting to consume
us. Most teens can’t spend a day without their
phone in their hand. According to an article by
The Atlantic, the majority of kids (a staggering
90%), especially 9th grade girls, spend much
more than the recommended 2 hours looking
at screens.
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Science: one of the four core subjects high school students must study.
At Liberty High School, science
classrooms are scattered throughout
the campus. That will soon change,
however, with the construction of
a new science wing. It has recently
been announced that the construction of the new science wing will begin after graduation in June of 2015
and will be completed by November of 2016 at Liberty High School.
“We are excited to begin work on a
project for a new state of the art science building,” expressed Mr. Walsh.
This building will be placed where the
“I” portables are right now. The “I”
portables will be moved over to the
“T” wing, which is located by Spruce
St. There will be four chemistry labs
and two general science labs. “The
chem labs will be modeled after the
‘E’ wing,” explained Paul Melloni,
the building planner for the new wing.
Due to this set up, “we will have some

By Madison Trimble
Editor
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Liberty High School
shines bright at Delta
Moon Film Festival

The students of Liberty Film Alliance and Mr.
Pappas pose on the stage in Walnut Creek’s
Lesher Theater after the festival.

2nd Place award-winner from the American Scholastic Press Association

Lion’s Roar

New science wing in 2016

Advances in technology take over
everyday life, and the idea of a future filled with technology is becoming more of a reality. It has even
begun to merge with our learning.
The SBAC is a new test that will be
given to the junior classes of high
schools in eighteen different states.
SBAC stands for Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium and it will be
given to students on the computer. It
is estimated that the test will take four
hours: two for mathematics and two
for English Language Arts/ Literacy.
A smarter balance field test was taken
by more than four million students,
including Mrs. Aldana’s class here at
Liberty High School. The change from
pencil and paper to computerized test-

By Emily Gonzalez
Staff Writer

Students taking the SBAC, a new test for high school juniors.
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New science wing in 2016

Advances in technology take over
everyday life, and the idea of a future filled with technology is becoming more of a reality. It has even
begun to merge with our learning.
The SBAC is a new test that will be
given to the junior classes of high
schools in eighteen different states.
SBAC stands for Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium and it will be
given to students on the computer. It
is estimated that the test will take four
hours: two for mathematics and two
for English Language Arts/ Literacy.
A smarter balance field test was taken
by more than four million students,
including Mrs. Aldana’s class here at
Liberty High School. The change from
pencil and paper to computerized test-

By Emily Gonzalez
Staff Writer

Science: one of the four core subjects high school students must study.
At Liberty High School, science
classrooms are scattered throughout
the campus. That will soon change,
however, with the construction of
a new science wing. It has recently
been announced that the construction of the new science wing will begin after graduation in June of 2015
and will be completed by November of 2016 at Liberty High School.
“We are excited to begin work on a
project for a new state of the art science building,” expressed Mr. Walsh.
This building will be placed where the
“I” portables are right now. The “I”
portables will be moved over to the
“T” wing, which is located by Spruce
St. There will be four chemistry labs
and two general science labs. “The
chem labs will be modeled after the
‘E’ wing,” explained Paul Melloni,
the building planner for the new wing.
Due to this set up, “we will have some
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ing may affect the school’s average
testing scores. “They have the answer
right on the paper, but for some reason,
they enter the wrong answer into the
computer... That will definitely impact
scores for those students who have
difficulty transferring data from paper to computer,” states Mrs. Aldana.
One change the SBAC makes from
regular testing is the way the questions are asked. If a student answers
a question correctly, the next question
will increase in difficulty. But, if a student answers a question incorrectly,
the difficulty will remain constant until another question is answered correctly. From the incorrect choice on a
multiple choice question, the computer
will be able to tell if the error was a
miscalculation, if the student did not
understand the concept, or even if
the student did not get the correct an-

science classes in this building, and
some will remain in the F Building.”
These new science classrooms will not
only be day lit and energy efficient,
but also quiet and spacious, which
will be beneficial to the school as
well as the students learning in them.
Due to the great ideas and designs for
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Students taking the SBAC, a new test for high school juniors.
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swer because of a learning disability.
Mrs. Aldana also explains that, “for both
Math and Language Arts, there isn’t always one “right” answer. In fact, they
often have to choose 2-3 right answers
for one question. This is completely
different from what students are used
to selecting. This is a big change and
it will take time for all of us to adapt.”
However, there will also be questions that are not multiple choice. A
category of questions called “constructed response” must be completed by giving short answers or
filling in words. “Performance task”
questions involve an explanation
for answers and logical thinking.
This new way of testing will affect Liberty High School as well as many other
schools in the United States. Education
is changing as technology advances,
and this test is just the beginning.

By Madison Trimble
Editor

An overview of the new science wing planned for
construcion beginning June 2015.

this new building, the “estimated cost is
$5,000,000,” according to Paul Melloni. The new science wing will be a great
improvement to Liberty High School
and the education of its students. “We
are grateful to our Board of Education
and district staff for supporting this project,” acknowledged Principal Walsh.
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The students of Liberty Film Alliance and Mr.
Pappas pose on the stage in Walnut Creek’s
Lesher Theater after the festival.

By Lauren Mennuti
Staff Writer

After putting in hours of work, and sifting through over 600 submissions, the
Liberty Film Alliance held their 15th
annual Delta Moon International Film
Festival on March 6th, 2015. This festival was created by Liberty’s own film
teacher, Mr. Pappas, and was held at
the Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek, CA. This festival is composed of films that were made by students under the age of 19 from all over
the globe. This festival gives young
filmmakers the opportunity to show
their hard work and get recognized for
their talent. This year, LFA received
film submissions from every continent (except Antarctica, of course.)
The creator of the festival, Mr. Pappas,
has dedicated a lot of time into making
this festival something for everyone
to enjoy. “Originally, it was simply a
way to showcase short videos created
by local students. The idea was that it
would be a cool, fun way for students
to show-off video projects to their
peers and parents,” he explains. “At
the same time, they would be able to
see what others students were producing.” In addition, Pappas describes
how he initially wasn’t expecting the
festival to become international and
states how the dedication of the Liberty Film Alliance is what helps make
the experience special. As for the importance the festival has on young
filmmakers, Mr. Pappas describes how
“Unlike an actor or musician, who can
modify their performance on-the-fly
based on the immediate feedback and
response of their audience, filmmakers must operate purely on their own
intuition and the belief of their vision.” What makes this festival unique
is that the filmmakers “get to witness

Vaccinations, page 4
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Liberty High School
shines bright at Delta
Moon Film Festival
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the impact their film has on an audience in the rarefied communal atmosphere that only a public screening in
a large theater provides,” he concludes.
To prepare for the festival, Liberty
Film Alliance spent hours of work
watching and selecting the videos,
making the programs, and preparing
for the show. LFA treasurer, Bri Lucca
states that “it was hard work, but it was
a very rewarding experience.” LFA director Luke Miles adds, “It was really
interesting to watch films submitted
from a number of foreign countries.
It’s also amazing seeing there are so
many talented teenagers out there.”
In the festival, there were multiple categories in which people entered their
videos. The categories were comedy,
experimental, drama, PSA, and animation. These films cover an array of topics. Some are light hearted and uplifting, while others are dark and portray
important messages. Though the Liberty Film Alliance chooses the films
shown in the festival, judges who are
in the film industry choose the winners
of the festival. The festival featured
films from multiple countries, however
it also featured local films from Liberty, Heritage, and Freedom. The film
from Liberty was a comedy created by
seniors Jason and Ryan Harpole. Because the festival features films from
so many places, the audience gets a
chance to see the talent that young
people have locally and internationally.
Overall, the Delta Moon International
Film Festival was a success. The night
was a memorable one for the people in
the club, Mr. Pappas, and the lucky teenagers who got their films shown in the
festival. The Delta Moon International
Film Festival is a great way for students
to have the opportunity to get their
voices heard from all over the world.
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Junior Sasha Menshikova and seniors Regina Wen and Jazelle
Jajeh perform in the imporv show.

Anneke Struble
news writer

———
On April 17 and 18, the Aragon Improv Team presented
their annual improv show
in the theater. This year, the
show, “Hey Harold,” included
a portion of improv games
similar to the shorter, Wednesday improv shows, and then a
“harold,” a compilation of longer improv scenes, which all
eventually intertwined into

———
On Friday, April 10, students traveled back to the
roaring ’20s for a night in
gowns and tuxes. This year’s
prom embodied the essence of
a Great Gatsby party, inspired
by the jazz age novel by F.
Scott Fitzgerald, and included
flapper girls, pool tables and
gold coins scattered across
tables.
The junior and senior classes ultimately voted on senior
Olivia Cosca’s Great Gatsby
theme from the Prom Theme
competition, after the Lead-

Leila Lukaszewicz
news writer
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Teachers vote on
study time proposal
Cleo Wienbar & Monica Mai
news writers

MEGAN SINCLAIR

Improv team says
“Hey Harold!”

ership class sent out Google
forms where the upperclassmen could vote on themes.
Junior Danya Sandler says,
“It was cool to have the performance with modern music
and it’s really nice how everything flows together from the
‘20s to the 21st century.”
The Senior Class Council
and Prom Committee sold 453
tickets.
Between dancing and playing the various games set up
around the floor, senior Vivian Shen remarked, “I really
like the energy at prom.” She
added, “I’m on the prom

features

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Why do Aragon students use
these dating apps?

Tinder and Grindr

ELIZABETH ZHOU

———
Aragon teachers voted on
a proposal for a school-wide,
mandatory study period on
Wednesday April 22. The results of the vote were not
available for the print edition.
This “flex time” pilot proposal
would create a 35-minute period in each block day where
students can study or do
homework or meet with their
teachers to get extra help or
enrichment.
Under this system, students
would be split into two tiers.

news writer

Shu Yang

———
Aragon’s drama department
performed
“Romeo
and Juliet” from March 18 to
March 22. Drama teacher and
director Shane Smuin decided
to preserve the integrity of the
play by keeping it as traditional as possible.
Freshman Juliet Bost came
to see the play because her
English class is reading the
book. “There are some lines
that are different,” she says,

Tier one students would have
a maximum of one D or F. They
would be able to go to see any
teacher during the flex time
period. Tier two students, who
have two or more D’s or F’s,
would be required to go to the
SLR and complete work related to the classes they are not
passing. Parent and student
volunteers would be available
to tutor tier two students.
Assistant Principal Jim Coe
says, “Students have the ability
to go and meet with a teacher
and have help if they are struggling. Or for that matter, AP
students and advanced stand-

Prom enters
the Jazz Age Aragon drama performs
Romeo and Juliet
“but I think they changed it
since it was written during
Elizabethan times, and a lot of
people would not have understood the puns that he made.”
Junior Marly Miller, who
played Juliet, says, “[The process of getting into the play]
was slow at first because it’s
Shakespeare and you had to
go through the script and look
at the grammar. Getting off
book, which is having it fully
memorized, was really hard
because there are all these
weird ways of saying things.”

sports

Student Athlete
Alumni

How do high school sports
differ from college and pro?
page 1 5
LOGOTV

ing students who want to do
extra work and want to have
somebody guide them in an
independent study, they can
do that. That’s why we called
it flex time. It’s not tutorial.
It’s not accelerated stuff. It’s a
wide variety of things that can
be done. Even the counselors
can use part of that time to go
in and take care of scheduling
issues.”
English teacher Vince Bravo, who helped draft the proposal, emphasizes that tier
two students are also given
flexibility during the study

one story.
Friday night’s show was
intimate and interactive, as
there was a smaller turnout,
but Saturday also included
audience participation. Teachers James and Victoria Daniel
could be spotted in the crowd,
and they were given a special
treat when the team recreated
the spouses’ first date onstage.
Cecily Bochannek, a junior
and a regular Improv Club

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Sophomore Justin Sell and junior Marly Miller share a tender moment as Romeo and Juliet.

JENNEY ZHANG

Sophomore Justin Sell,
who played Romeo, enjoyed
the sword fights between
his character and Tybalt and
Paris. “We had a special fight
choreographer come in. He
did all the choreography and
provided the swords, so that
was very fun. I had to stab Tybalt, so a couple of times I accidentally jabbed it in a bit too
much. It was more me getting
hurt, though,” says Sell.
Sophomore Gabe Igtanloc,
who plays Benvolio,

features
RuPaul’s Drag Race
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Gentlemen, start your engines, and take a look at the
meaning behind the makeup.
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School

Fri. April 24

Spring Faire

Sat. April 25

Piedmont Appreciating
Diversity Committee
Community Night @
Yoshi’s

Thur. April 30, Fri.
May 1, Sat. May 2

Community Service
Form Submission (to
the CC&C) Deadline

Senior Tea and BBQ

Sun. May 3

May 4 - May 15

Sat. May 9

AP Testing

Senior Ball

CAASPP Testing

May 18 - May 21

Varsity Sports
Home Games
Wed. April 22

Baseball vs. Tennyson
@ 4:00

Thur. April 23

Women’s Lacrosse
vs. Bishop O’Dowd @
7:30

Men’s Tennis vs.
Alameda @ 3:30

Sat. April 25

Men’s Lacrosse vs.
Tamalpais @ 5:30
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America Trip @ 11:00
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Thur. April 30

Spring Dance Concert
@7:30

Booker promoted
to superintendent

Fri. May 1
editor-in-chief

As principal, Randall Booker traveled with the winning bird callers, who were featured on Letterman.

Courtesy of Randall Booker

KELLI NGUYEN

treating Booker like any other candidate. Of
the candidates, she said his specific plans and
goals for the district made him stand out.
“He presented us a plan for Piedmont that
Randall Booker grew up in the circus. As was very impressive and built upon the strong
a child, he performed as a bareback gymnast, foundation that Ms. Hubbard has built,”
Swenson said.
doing flips on the back of a horse.
Now, he will be running a new kind of
show.
GOALS AND VISIONS
“I grew up in the circus and to an extent,
Booker went to high school in Santa Rosa
now I’m going to run a circus,” said the where he played soccer and pole vaulted. He
Assistant Superintendent of Educational was also on the baseball team, where he kept
Services.
the bench warm for his fellow teammates.
On March 25, Booker was announced
“I played right bench and I was really
as the new superintendent, effective July good at keeping score,” Booker said.
1. His promotions comes on the heels
He said that his amazing high school
of the departure of
experience shaped his
standing superintendent
views on education.
Constance
Hubbard,
“It allowed me to
“I want you to be you in
who will be retiring
realize that I have the rest
high school, like I was
from her position at the
of my life to be an adult,”
allowed to be me in high
end of the school year.
Booker said. “In high
school.”
school I got to be a kid
GETTING THERE
and that made high school
RANDALL BOOKER
Booker has worked
really fun.”
assistant superintendent of
in the district for 12
He hopes to create
education services
years, climbing the
a
similar
positive
ladder and holding three
experience
for
different positions before being chosen as the students
in
the
Piedmont
district.
new superintendent.
“I want students to enjoy school,” Booker
“I’m not the type of person to jump said. “I want you to have choices, pathways
around,” Booker said. “I grew to fall in love and to feel good about them. I want you to be
with Piedmont. I’m loyal to Piedmont.”
you in high school, like I was allowed to be
He began his tenure in the district as me in high school.”
the assistant principal at PHS. He later
After being bullied in middle school, in
rose to become principal, then assistant part due to his involvement with the circus,
superintendent and is now on the road to Booker got the chance to start over when he
become the next superintendent.
entered high school.
However, his history in the district did not
He wants to give Piedmont students the
make getting his new position any easier.
same opportunity.
“If you’ve been here for 12 years, you
“I want kids to feel like they can hit the
can’t fake it,” Booker said. “You are who you reset button at any time,” Booker said. “Reset,
are.”
start over, become someone different. If you
Board of Education President Andrea don’t like something, change it, and be okay
Swenson said that the Board approached the with that change.”
entire interview process with an open mind,
see BOOKER on page 2
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exploring Piedmont
food culture
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Winners performed their
birdcalls on The Late Show with
David Letterman last night.

1ST PLACE

Juniors Tyler Ellis and
Maret Sotkiewicz
Bird: Pacific Loon

2ND PLACE

Seniors Becca Havian, Jo
Ireland and Amy Kelleher
Bird: Wild Turkey

3RD PLACE

Senior Joseph Chan
Bird: Pyrrhuloxia

KELSEY FENNELL

TPHNEWS.COM

The full story and videos of all
performances can be found online at

dominates
the pool
SPORTS
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